PASTOR’S PONDERINGS

“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:14 KJV

Someone once approached Blaise Pascal, the famous French philosopher and said, "If |
had your brains, | would be a better person."” Pascal replied, "Be a better person and
you will have my brains."

Spiritual growth is the process by which Godly character is formed, strength of clear
conscious and sound mind is amplified, and understanding is sharpened, as a result of
which one can walk in divine wisdom.

In Philippians 2:5, the Apostle Paul encourages the church at Philippi to “Let this same
attitude and purpose and [humble] mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus: Let Him
be your example in humility.” The mind, the orientation, the way of being that was in
Jesus the Christ, is now in the Body of Christ, the church. Hearing this is an
encouragement to us to compare or at least interrogate our priorities.

A recent Reuters poll reveals that Americans value “time” first, with “career,” “success,”
and “money” coming in as close seconds for certain groups of people. What we value or
prioritize most is likely demonstrated by how we spend our time and how we spend our
resources.

There was a time when the Apostle Paul spent all his time and resources pursuing and
persecuting Christians, establishing a successful career as a devout Pharisee. When
he writes the letter to the Philippians, he has changed course so that he now spends all
his time and resources pursuing Christ. His career success appears to be in shambles
because he lands in prison for the sake of Christ. However, in Philippians 2:12-18, what
looks like a failed career contributes to the fulfillment of Paul’'s calling as a minister to
the Gentiles because he is now able to communicate the gospel to the prison guards.
Paul’s change of course demonstrates what he values most. The break is decisive. For
Paul, it is a matter of life and death, and having broken with his former identity, he
doesn't walk; he runs into the future.

Unlike his past, Paul's future is not about human striving. It is not about him. It is about
a radical shift in perspective. Now Paul redefines what “true gain” is. It is being in
relationship with God through Jesus the Christ! Paul says, it is about "the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord."

Paul does not desire a simple knowledge of books and facts, but of knowing the person
of Jesus and holding fast to him. Paul’s priorities have changed. For Paul, Jesus the



Christ is the threshold where his past and his future meet. Paul says, "I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."

The word translated "high calling" literally means "to be filled up to the brim." Similar to
that of a glass filled with water to the very top, Paul desired to be filled up to the very top
with God’s love. Furthermore, Paul believed that it was necessary for the follower of
Christ to be a living spillover of God’s LOVE.

Harrisena Community Church is an example of the kind of spillover Paul envisioned for
the Body of Christ. We will soon celebrate our 155" church anniversary. This gives us
the opportunity to reflect and to reassess our priorities. Is it Christ crucified? Is it
spiritual growth in attitude and purpose and humility of mind, a Godly character? s it
the desire to share the love of God with this community and the world?

The Harris’ faith in God manifest in the building of a sacred space for people to learn of
and experience God’s love. What were they thinking? They must have envisioned a
spillover of God’s love in this community and in the world. They must have been
determined to be a part of it. They must have been filled with the same conviction that
Paul had, all those years before them, to press toward the mark of the high calling in
Jesus the Christ!  WOW!

Will we become a part of this spillover? Do we desire, as they did to leave a legacy of
God’s love?

May we be filled to the brim with the Love of God. May LOVE spill over into a hurting
world and may the overflow of LOVE show forth in generations to come.

In Christ’s service with you.

Shalom,
Dr. N. C. Wimberly

SPIRITUAL EXERCISE
BREATHE... Inhale (Count slowly 1-7), then Exhale (Count slowly 7-1) Repeat 3 times.

If you would like to, close your eyes. Now bring to mind a place where you feel completely safe.
Stay there for a while. Continue to breathe as you normally do.
Now notice, in this place these words:

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
Say this: “Gob, you’re my refuge.
| trust in you and I'm safe!”
That’s right—God rescues me from hidden traps,
shields me from deadly hazards.
God’s huge outstretched arms protect me—
under them | am perfectly safe. (Excerpt from Psalm 91)

When you are ready, open your eyes. Relax right where you are for 3 more minutes.

SHALOM



President’s Message

I was reminded this past week of the family ties that made Harrisena the place where |
decided that | wanted to spend my Sunday mornings a long time ago.

Last Friday night we had the “Dinner & Comedy Show 2” with Dewayne Hill. He is a
fabulous entertainer, but the best part for me was seeing all the folks from Harrisena enjoying
themselves instead of working the kitchen, baking, peeling, roasting, serving and cleaning up. It
was like being at a party with my whole family. It went smoothly thanks to all of you who helped
make it a success.

When looking back at the happiest times of my life, family was always involved. Weddings,
births, funerals, holidays, all the celebrations for whatever reason - there was always family
there to make it memorable. As | got older, the reality of life always caught me by surprise when
a family member would pass, or someone would move far away. It was a big loss because you
knew those special times with that person were pretty much a thing of the past. Then as we get
older still and those times are fewer and farther in-between, we learn to cherish those moments
even more.

Family is family. Whether its blood or belief, family is what holds us together. It's been that way
since time began. But times change and life marches one. Family dynamics change and people
come and go into and out of our lives. A friend once said to me: “I see my family as the people
who are in my life at any given time. At holidays and special times, family are those you
celebrate with, cry with and call when you need help.” I'll never forget her expressions when she
told me this. Thinking of the people who have come into and out of my life, I'm grateful for
knowing every one of them. Some of them | miss very much.

As we head into the biggest holidays of the year, | like to think of my family, past and present. It
is the time of year for me to reflect, so I'll leave you with one of my favorite quotes...

“Family and friendships are two of the greatest facilitators of happiness.” —John C. Maxwell
Spend a lot of time with your family this holiday season. Feel the love.

Peter Pepe

Women’s Candlelight Communion & Pot-Luck Dinner

Save the Date: The Women’s Candlelight Communion & Pot-Luck Dinner is Monday,
December 2!

Please join us for an evening of meditation, food, music, sharing and Communion.

Punch will be served at 6:30 PM with the Pot-Luck meal to begin at 7 PM. Please bring an
entrée’, salad or dessert to share and your own place settings (including plates and silverware).
The Program will begin at 8 PM with Communion to follow.

All women are welcome — come — bring a friend - to our Annual Event for women only!



Outreach Committee
Submitted by Melissa Ferrie-Healy

Save the date:

Our annual Blood Drive will take place Friday January 17t. It’s still too early for us to put out
a sign-up sheet, but please know we would love to have volunteers who would be willing to
greet and assist our donors. (And, of course, the more donors, the better! So, if you know
someone who might be interested in donating blood, please share this date with them as well!)

2019-20 Outreach Committee Members: Melissa Ferrie-Healy, Scott Fraser & Peggy
McArthur.

Many hands make light work - we could use another few members! Please let us know if
you’d be interested in joining us or assisting in any way.

We welcome and encourage your feedback!

Upcoming Events at Harrisena:

Wednesdays, beginning 11/13 at 7 PM, a Second Conversations Group will take place in the
church lounge. All are invited to attend!

Saturday, 11/23, the Annual Bluegrass Night will take place in Robinson Hall. The band,
“Just Passin Thru” will perform; tickets are $10 each.

FINANCE

Your treasurers have been very busy with the Stewardship Campaign and wish to remind
everyone to please carefully consider making a pledge to support our Church. A budget has
been drawn up with optimistic expectations. Our Church Council has passed the proposed
budget and it is available for everyone’s review. It will be formally presented for review on
November 3 when questions will be invited and discussed. Our Congregational Meeting
will be held on November 10, 2019 for the congregational vote on the proposed budget.

As new treasurers, Ken Zacharias and myself have spent countless hours learning online Quick
Books, the financial obligations of our church and meeting those needs. Ken has spent a great
deal of time looking for ways to save our Church money and has succeeded on many levels.

We wish to thank you for the faith you have in Harrisena and its future.



Harrisena Community Church Finance Committee



Proposed Budget: Vote on Sunday, November 10", in the Sanctuary










Membership Committee

The Membership Committee recently mailed out a letter to all individuals in our current directory
requesting they respond by indicating their status of membership with Harrisena. The responses are
still coming in but have so far been encouraging. Once we have secured responses, a new directory will
be created.

We are also ordering new visitor cards for the back of the pews so when folks attend church and would
like more information, they can fill out the card and turn it in for appropriate action.

Like all our church committees, the Membership Committee is an important part of our church. We
could use some help as there are currently only three members and one would like to move off. If you
are interested, please let Reverend Natalie or Bonnie Nadig know so we can advise you of the
responsibilities.

Thank you!

Bonnie Nadig



Report from the PRC

One of the responsibilities of the Pastoral Relationship Committee is to complete an annual
evaluation of our Pastor. The PRC felt it was important to share this evaluation with our
congregation. In preparing this evaluation, we found ourselves thinking about our relationship
with our pastor, and our role, both as individuals and as a part of our congregation, as we work
together. We found this introspection helpful, and we believe sharing our thoughts with the
congregation on this topic is important.

As each of us plays a role in helping Harrisena move forward into its bright future, we believe
that learning how to openly share and communicate with each other will be key to successfully
co-creating with God to bring his Church and the message of Christ into our world through
Harrisena’s vision and mission.

Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC)
Pastoral Evaluation

According to the Call Agreement entered into by Harrisena Community Church and Dr.
Natalie C. Wimberly, pastoral duties consist of, but are not limited to the following:

Pastoral duties consist of, but not limited to, providing regular worship services on Sunday and
the usual Christian holy days, leading adult religious studies, confirmation classes, as well as
preach the Gospel, administer the Ordinance of Communion, perform Baptisms, Weddings,
Funerals or Dedications, watch over the membership and promote the spiritual interest and
unity of the Church. The pastor shall also administrate actions directed by the Harrisena
Community Church Council.

Please record your evaluation for each area defined in this Call Agreement. Use a number
from 1 to 10. One means ineffective and 10 is highly effective. If you do not feel you can
provide an evaluate please enter NA.

Review Responses were made by the Pastoral/Congregational Relationship Committee:
Grif Parry, Phyllis S., Jim Ferris, Christine Burke

We evaluated Rev. Natalie based upon her Call Agreement. The full content of the review are
listed below. We used a scaled response format. An evaluation of 1 = ineffective, and a score of
10 = highly effective. We also included a section of reflection for ourselves as members of the
congregation. It is our hope that we are able to use this information to encourage our own
participation in this call/covenant agreement with our pastor going forward.

1. Provided regular services on Sunday and the usual Christian holy days:

4 people gave a 10 score



Comments: positive messages, love eagle metaphors, messages well aligned with my
situation, how can we help you achieve what you see are ways we can move forward, heal and
grow?

2. Led adult religious studies:
3 people gave a score of 10; 1 person gave a score of 8.5.
Comments: only attended one class, found it insightful, | attended a few workshops on

Leadership. she was fantastically prepared. Thus, | had a good experience. she had pointed
questions, prepared as well. various uses of audio-visual.

3. Facilitated confirmation classes
3 people gave an N/A; 1 person gave a score of 8.5
Comments: | just know she promotes them well in bulletin & we all celebrate their conclusion.

Communicate more with parents and young people what would work for them.

4. Preached the Gospel
4 people gave a score of 10
Comments: | found all messages biblically based with good personal stories that help illustrate

the gospel message, | find her to be an effective & dynamic preacher. She always reviews the
scripture read, a story or more are always added. these become memorable & are relatable to
the general public. Her analysis of the scripture is organized & thorough. She also speaks well,
volume & tone are excellent.

5. Administered to ordinance of communion
4 people gave a score of 10

Comments: All good, you go above and beyond. Having the young people assist with
worship/communion would help them understand the reason for communion and what it
takes to achieve it in our church. 10+ Excellent, sacred & educational. Rev.Natalie truly
holds dear this ordinance of communion. she often IMPROVISES A SPECIAL
EXPERIENCE WHICH SHE MUST SHARE WITH US. She has also greatly respected
what this church believes about who receives communion & HOW it is administered.)

6. Performed baptisms
3 people gave a score of 10 Scores; 1 person gave an NA
Comments: hasn’t happened often but including the whole family is wonderful. Nice

ceremonies. Beautiful how she also incorporates siblings & grandparents of the child being
baptized. her ceremony is super meaningful .. yet keeps room for fun.

7. Performed weddings
2 people gave a score of 10; 2 people gave an NA
Comments: You have helped the couples wishes for a Christian wedding be fulfilled. I've never

witnessed this ceremony @ HCC YET. If it were ever to occur, my man & | respect & love her to
officiate our own wedding.

8. Officiated at funerals and memorials
3 people gave a score of 10; 1 person gave an NA



Comments: offered the family a time of life celebration along with how God’s grace can be
there for them during a difficult time. although I've not witnessed this ceremony with
Rev.Natalie.. | will say there have been several deaths during her 2 years with HCC. She has
officiated everyone. And fulfilled this role.

9. Performed dedications
1 person gave a score of 10; 3 gave a score of NA
Comments: . I'm experiencing dedications unlike any other year. Rev. Natalie keeps us
informed via announcements from the pulpit & email. She is an excellent recruiter. To me it
seems she’s been a member for “ years” . She excites & thrills us parishioners. Example: Rally
Day, World Communion Sunday, The Apple Festival ...

10. Watched over the HCC membership
4 people gave a score of 10

Comments: You have been very caring and present for many of our sick and shut in members.
Your phone calls show that your care is continuing. For me, she is available, caring and
engaging. She has reached out to our family several times. This action of hers surprised me.
She is exceptionally in touch with the heartbeat of her parishioners. Heavily involved in the
actions & direction of our Christian Education program. [I've also been impressed with her
involvement & knowledge of all things re Council & Parish Trustees. Rev. Natalie stays
informed. This is very obvious in her communique from the pulpit & during Fellowship time.

11. Promoted the spiritual interest and unity of the church.
4 people gave a score of 10
Comments: Congregation and leadership need to be more involved in this. She reaches out to
members, promotes solutions and healing, and encourages new thinking. One example of
where she does this... during the children’s time.. she appeals maturely to us adults all the
whole delivering a very interesting & entertaining.& EFFECTIVE. sometimes very eye- opening
presentation to the children.

Self-Reflecting as a Church

1. How has the church supported our pastor over the past 2 years?

1-3,1-4,1-5, and 1- 6.5 Scores

Comments: Some of the leadership seems disengaged and micromanaging at times; Unhappy
people lobby and seem to feel more comfortable with forming small groups to undermine rather
than engage with a goal of building unity. We answer her call to make responses more joyful
(more loudly). We participate willingly in the events sponsored by just her.

2. In what ways can the church support the pastor going forward?
Commentary: Communicate, Listen, Trust, Promote. Demonstrate a willingness to change and

evolve. If people in the congregation know your hopes and plans for us, we may be able to
respond to it better. LOUDLY express our AMEN s like she implores us to with her simple



“Amen?! “PRC can influence others to communicate with Rev. Natalie. Get to know her and
acknowledge her as our pastor.

3. List 3 ways in which you, as a member of the PRC, have supported the pastoral
ministry over the past 2 years.

Commentary: Met with leadership to communicate issues/screw ups/successes, promoted the
importance of the PRC, directed members to communicated directly with Rev. Natalie, joined
PRC when it was reformed. We have not had a PRC for 2 years. We hope to be able to direct
people to Rev. Natalie. | hope we can improve the overall communications. | only have become
a PRC member in last month. So as a parishioner, ecstatic about her appointment as my pastor.

Below you will find a blank copy of the evaluation form.

Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC)

Pastoral Evaluation

According to the Call Agreement entered into by Harrisena Community Church and Dr.
Natalie C. Wimberly, pastoral duties consist of, but are not limited to the following:

Pastoral duties consist of, but not limited to, providing regular worship services on Sunday and
the usual Christian holy days, leading adult religious studies, confirmation classes, as well as
preach the Gospel, administer the Ordinance of Communion, perform Baptisms, Weddings,
Funerals or Dedications, watch over the membership and promote the spiritual interest and
unity of the Church. The pastor shall also administrate actions directed by the Harrisena
Community Church Council.

Please record your evaluation for each area defined in this Call Agreement. Use a number
from 1 to 10. One is means ineffective and 10 is highly effective. If you do not feel you can
provide an evaluate please enter NA.

Pastoral duties consist of, but not limited to:

1. Provided regular services on Sunday and the usual Christian holy Days:

v

y

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 N/A



Additional Comments:

2. Led adult religious studies:

v

A

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 N/A
Additional Comments:
3. Facilitated Confirmation Classes:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 N/A
Additional Comments:
4. Preached the Gospel:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 N/A

Additional Comments:




5. Administered the Ordinance of Communion:

A 4

1 2 3

Additional Comments:

10

N/A

6. Performed Baptisms:

Additional Comments:

10

N/A

7. Performed Weddings:

v

10

N/A



Additional Comments:

8. Officiated at funerals and memorial services:

v

y

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 10 N/A
Additional Comments:
9. Performed Dedications:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 10 N/A
Additional Comments:
10. Watched over the HCC membership:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 10 N/A



Additional Comments:

11. Promoted the spiritual interest and unity of the Church:

A 4

P
<

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 N/A

Additional Comments:

SELF-REFLECTING AS A CHURCH:

1. How has the church supported our pastor over the past 2 years?

-

A 4

e

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 N/A

Additional Comments:

2. In what ways can the church support the pastor going forward?




3. List 3 ways in which you, as a member of the PRC, have supported the pastoral ministry
over the past 2 years.




Time To Order Your Poinsettias for Christmas!

| would like to ORDER ____ Poinsettia(s) at $12 each. Please list as follows:

IN MEMORY of

OR

IN HONOR of

Name

Phone #

Please make all checks payable to HARRISENA FLOWER FUND,
c/o Harrisena Community Church, 1616 Ridge Road, Queensbury, NY 12804

ALL Orders must be into the office by Sunday, December 15t"!!




SUNDAY

3 Worship
@9:30

10 worship
@9:30

17 worship
@9:30

24 christ the
King Sunday
Worship @
9:30

November Birthdays:

MONDAY

11

18

25

November 2019

TUESDAY

12
Council @7

19

26

WEDNESDAY

AA @ 7:30

13

AA @7:30

20

AA @7:30

27
AA @7:30

THURSDAY

7

Conversations
@9:30

14

Conversations
@9:30;
Women'’s Mtg
@12

21conversa-
tions@9:30

28
Thanksgiving
Day

FRIDAY

15

22

29

SATURDAY

2

16

23

30

7 Laura Avent, Kristen Shahay-Mootz; 11 Carl Avent, Peter Pepe; 12 Sydney Parry; 15 Joan
Walker; 20 Danielle Brown, Rachel Straut, Lynn Bishop; 23 Jeffrey Cartier, Patrick Resse;
22 Timothy Gusek; 29 Kristi Helffrich-Chen.



Long-Term Prayer Requests — November 2019
Please remember the following members and friends who need our prayers of love and encouragement.

In Facilities
Nancy Cathers — Assisted Living, MD
Jane Christensen — Glen Terrace
Grace Clough — Seacoast Nursing Center, MA
Abigail Evans — Sunnyview Rehab. Center, Schenectady
Theodore Gusek — Home of the Good Shepherd, Saratoga
Walter Houghton — Hospital in Florida
Jane Lis — Eastern Star Campus, Oriskany
Brett Segedi — TBA
Geoffrey Stewart - Westchester Trauma Center ICU

At Home
Maria Berg — Mother of Nicole Robinson
Celine & Bob Boulé — Daughter/Son-in-law of Brandy & Wally Madon
Lee Ann Clark — Daughter of Murial Clark
Jill Coleman — Friend of Suzanne Cartier
Kathleen Dumont — Niece of Brandy Madon
Jane Henshaw — Friend of Joanne Beck
Nancy Hoover — Member of Harrisena
Randy Huber — Husband of Cindy Huber
Fabiola Jabaut — Mother of Steve Jabaut
Douglas Jones — Son-in-law of Art Norton
Thomas Kerschner — Relative of Allan Ferrie
Teagan Klingenburg — Student of Melissa Ferrie-Healy
Carmen LeFebvre — Friend of Peg McArthur
Wendy Leyonmark — Sister of Cindy Huber
McCane Family — Relatives of Bob & Phyllis Straut
Christopher Nobile — Son of Jim & Eleanor Nobile
Richard Smith — Member, husband of Donna D. Smith
Sharon Sturdevant — Daughter of Marilyn Somerville
Melanie Swinton — Friend of Sue Ogden

~

Our Heartfelt Condolences go out to the Families & Friends of: Robert R. Eastment, former
Harrisena member; and to Robert J. Lawton, uncle of Nancy Wilder.



Members and Friends in the Military

Andrew Bigelow (Army), son of Karen Bigelow—serving stateside
Derek Dumas—stateside

Michael Gusek (Army), son of Kathleen & Tim Gusek — serving stateside
Gary Hogan (USAF)

Walter Howard (USMC) — serving on the Japan seas

Joseph Hubbard (Army) — stateside

Wes McQueen, nephew of Dodi/Rev. Robinson- serving stateside

Tony Mitchell (USAF) - serving in Afghanistan.

Tyler Monroe (USAF), son of Cheryl Pagano — serving at Lackland AFB
James Pearson (USAF)

Phillip Riccio (Army), son of Phyllis Riccio -serving in Germany

Kelly Thompson (US Health Svc)

Daniel Urband (USAF), grandson of Alice Urband—serving stateside
Mark Wilson (Army Spcl Forces/Reserves), husband of Andrea—serving stateside

Tyler Monroe would appreciate any cards of support you might wish to send:
326 TRS/FLT 799 (Dorm A6)
1320Truemper Street- Unit 36-1013
Lackland AFB, TX 78236-6096

Please update the status of anyone you know on this list as soon as information is available.






